William Rotch (1869)
Reference : ASCE Transactions 1926 vol 89 pageS-1686

William Rotch was born at New Bedford Mass., oryj22, 1844, the eldest son of William J
and Emily (Morgan) Rotch. On both sides of his fgrhie came from distinguished ancestry.
His great great-grand father Joseph Rotch alreaducaessful shipowner came to New-
Bedford from Nantucket, Mass, in 1765. Joseph Ratoth his sons, William and Francis
found New Bedford a farming town doing a little Mihg off the coast and by their energy,
they established the industry that made the tovengteat whaling center of the world.
Francis Rotch built and owned tBarlmouth, the best known of the three ship of the Boston
"Tea party". William Rotch owned from 1783 to 18#& ship, Bedford, which first
displayed the American flag in foreign waters irB37After the revolution, he established
the whale fishery in France, but returned to theitddh States following the French
Revolution. With the decline of the whaling indysthe Rotch's father William J Rotch
turned their energies to cotton manufacturing. &iaus times, Mr Rotch's father William J.
Rotch, was President and, director, of most oldew Medford cotton mills. On his mother's
side Mr Rotch was a grandson of Charles W. Morgae, of the great whaling merchants of
New Bedford, whose vessel, tGbarles W. Morgan, has been preserved as a memorial to the
whaling industry.

William Rotch was educated at the Friends Acadeiiew Bedford, and was graduated
from Harvard University in 1865 with the degreebaichelor of Arts. He then entered the
Ecole Centrale des Arts et Manufactures, in P&rance, from which he was graduated in
1869, ninth in a class of 225 with the degree n§éhnieur civil".

Mr Rotch began his professional career in 1871 ssstant engineer of the Fall River Mass.
water works, then in course of construction, andegkas chief engineer from 1874 to 1880,
when the works were completed. From 18880 to 18®2was consulting engineer and
purchasing agent of the Mexican Central Railway @Gany, the Sonora Railway Company,
the Atlantic and Pacific railroad Company and thaifGrnia Southern Railroad Company,
the lines of the last two now forming the westeantipn of the main line of the Santa Fe
System. From 1884 to 1891, he was consulting eeginé the Cleveland Canton, and
Southern Railroad Company, the Lakeside and Maghl@éhRailroad Company, the New
Bedford and Fall River Railroad Company, and oth&hroad companies in Ohio and
Massachusetts.
In 1881, Governor Long of Massachusetts appointedRbtch as engineer and member of
the Commission which finally established the bouwmd@e between Massachusetts and
Rhode Island that had been in dispute for more #tnyears. He served on this commission
until 1883.
In 1894 and 1895 he was a member of the Re-Orgams@€ommittee of the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fé railway, and from 1895 to188Gerved as a Director of that road. He
was also a Director of the Mexican Central railviympany from 1880 to 1900, and had
charge of the first train which ran from Bostonthe City of Mexico, in April, 1884. From
1886 to 1894, Mr Roteh was President of the Trer&tedtric Lighting Company and the Con-
solidated Electric Manufacturing Company, and ae@br of its successor, the Walker
Company, which Company installed the complete eteptant in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in
New York, N. Y., thon the finest electric lightipdant in America.

Mr. Rotch was an official in many Massachusettpomtions. From 1913 to 1922, he was
President of the Federal Wharf and Storage Compeoy; 1918 to 1922, Vice-President of the
State Wharf and Storage Company; and from 1918 982,1 President of the Fibre



Manufacturing Company. He was also .President@Railroad Wharf and Storage Company,
the Denbigh Mining Corporation, the Terrible Durtkng Mining and Powder Company;
Vice., President of the Bonanza Development Compargasurer of the Broadway Storage
Company; Trustee and Treasurer of the Nonquitt Estdte Trust; Managing Director of the
Rotch Travelling Scholarship for Architects; and a Direotor of tméahts Hospital and the
Adams Nervine Hospital. In 1870, ho was electedfitts¢ President of the Union for Good
Works in New Bedford.

Mr. Rotch was President of the Alliance Francai$eBoston and Cambridge, Mass.;
Governor of the Massachusetts Society of coloniard)/an Honorary Member of the
Boston_Society of Architects, a member of the Asdmn des Anciens Eleves de I'Ecole
Centrale of Paris, the Bostonian Society, the Ssateand Harvard Clubs of Boston, and the
Wamsutta Club of New Bédford. He was also a menobehe Arlington Street (Unitarian)
Church of Boston.

He was married in 1873 to Mary Rotch Eliot, whovetes him, together with three
children, Edith Eliot, Charles Morgan, and Claleg wife of Dr. Channing Frothingham.

Mr. Rotch had both his office and residence in Bogbr many years, In spite of his eighty-
one years, ho had been in excellent health anattexded the Harvard-Yale Baseball Game in
June, 1925, at which he was the oldest graduatemreTaken ill at his summer home at
Nonquitt, Mass, he was taken to the hospital et Bedford on June 25, where following an
operation his condition was thought to be improvimgil ho suffered a heart attack which
caused his death. Posseseed of a wonderfully geerabnality, Hr. Rotch leaves a host of
friends.

Mr. Rotch was connected with the American Sociét€igil Engineers for fifty-two years,
having been elected a Member on March 5,1873.



